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«To base the classification on anything except concrete entities tosay, for example, that
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the parts of speech are the constituents of language simply because they correspond to
categories of logicis to forget that there are linguistic facts apart from the phonic substance cut
into significant elements» (*¥),
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«Language is a system whose parts can and must all be considered in their synchronic
solidarity» ("%,
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«A state if the set of chessmen corresponds closely to a state of language. The respective
value of the pieces depends on their position on the chessboard just as each linguistic term

derives it value from its opposition to all the other terms» (£},
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«A -material unit exists through its meaning and function. This principle is especially
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important in understanding smaller units, for one is tempted to think that they exist by virtue

of their sheer material quality... By complementing each other, the two principles bear out my

statements relative to the understanding of units»!¢").
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«The major areas of activity of the Prague School include the following: Phonology, the
concept of functional sentence—perspective, the study of the esthetic function of language and

its role in literature and the verbal arts; the study of the role of the standard language in

moderm society» (*).
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«t is inescapable that we use language to communicate, to express meanings that is; and
unless we somehow come to realize and attempt to deal systematically with the semantic
aspect of language, granting it equal or perhaps even primary status to syntax—grammar, [ feel
we shall remain in the position of considering the tusk, or the trunk, or the leg to be the whole

elephant, rather than an important but integrated part of the whole». (**)
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«As emphasized earlier, there is no precise sense to the question: Which of these is
selected «first» and what s the «direction» of the relations among these formal objects.
Consequently, it is senseless to propose as an alternate to 32 (Chomsky's Standard Theorv) a
«semantically—based» conception of grammar in which S (Semantic representation) is

«selected first» and then mapped onto the surface structure (Pn) and ultimately P
{Phonetic)»  tor)
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