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ABSTRACT

This study seeks to evaluate the subject of Arabic at its basic level, in the Prince of
Songkhla University, Pattani campus. It focuses on the textbook “Arabic I” which
follows the foundations of preparing educational materials for teaching Arabic to non-
native speakers, based on what has been proposed by Ahmad Rushdi Ahmad
Tu‘aymah and Mahmiid Kamil al-Naqah. The aim is to detect weaknesses in the book
and contribute in improving and upgrading it and to make it the most appropriate book
for students at this university. To reach this goal, the researcher collected the related
information and data based on theory and survey, then she did analysis and evaluation.
For the field study, the researcher distributed the questionnaires to a sample of
students who enrolled in this subject (55 students) in the second semester of academic

year 2007, as well as lecturers (5 lecturers) in the section of Arabic language in this

university. The researcher came up with several results, the most important being the
lack of relevance of the book to Arab and Islamic cultures and their civilization in
contemporary times. It doesn't contain any chapter revolving around this culture,
despite the fact that this study indicates so% of students feel their motives in learning

the Arabic language is to understand the religion. Additionally, there no experts in
linguistics and language teaching who contribute in writing this book; those experts
are a very important element to help form the book. The study has shown that all
students agreed that the book is appropriate for them in general. It extensively takes
into account the culture of a student's society and communication skills. The book
includes vocabularies and phrases which are commonly used and appropriate for adult
students concerning the progression from known to unknown and easy to difficult. It
also provides attractive and exciting pictures. At the end of this thesis the researcher
presented some solutions and suggestions about amendment and enhancement, and
she did not miss the opportunity to provide recommendations for researchers who are
interested in this area.
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